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EndoEndoTHE BLINDan Amazing Ambassador

As Appaloosa lovers, owners, breeders and enthusiasts we are a community. We are the 
guardians and the stewards. We celebrated the 80th anniversary of our club, one of the 
oldest associations of its kind in the world. It will take all of us to ensure that our breed 

of choice thrives for the next 80. It begins with us. 
As a member-based association the one thing in the world that could ease the strain 

of shrinking programs and ensure we can sustain the registry and our heritage is — more 
members. Your role as a current member is critical. You are an ambassador. 

When you join or renew, please encourage someone you know to do the same. Con-
sider purchasing a gift membership or a gift subscription for someone. 

Remember that it’s not just us. In the face of economic pressures the entire equine 
industry has been shrinking steadily. 

But all it would take for us to guarantee and improve programs is more members.  So 
let’s work together. Let’s all add our light to the sum of light and enjoy success in 2021!

Dana Russell, EDITOR

Community

76 Appaloosa Journal Winter 2020-2021

High Sign Nugget was a talented and influential stallion 
bred by Wayne Collier of Wauchula, Florida. Foaled in 
1988, he was purchased in 1990 by Jim Dobler of Al-

berta, Canada, and was loved as part of his family un-
til his passing. He was sired by High Sign (ApHC Hall 
of Fame induction 1992) and out of Hen Penny, de-
scended from Top Hat H. (ApHC Hall of Fame 1992).

In Open competition between 1991 and 2002 he earned two 
Bronze Medallions for World Championships in Working Cow 
Horse, two Reserve Championships, five Top Fives, a Top Ten, 
four Canadian National Championships, four Year-End Top Tens 
in Cutting and Working Cow Horse, and two Registers of Merit in 
Reining and Working Cow Horse. Jim also showed him to three Non-
Pro World Championships and a Reserve in Working Cow Horse. 

As a sire High Sign Nugget passed on his even temperament 
and agility to 228 foals between 1993 and 2015. His get comprise 
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At the top of his game and all-the-rage in the Western Plea-
sure world in the 1990s, Hot Chocolate Chip was bred by 
Jeri Lynn Ballard of Vale, North Carolina, and last owned 

by Arthur Juhrend of Lake Forest, Illinois.
The 1994 stallion was by Chips Hot Chocolate (QH) and out 

of The Passing Lane. His great grandsire is also in the Hall of 
Fame (The Executive, inducted in 1993) and two of his get have 
already been elevated to the Hall: Rock My Motion in 2017 and 
One Hot Chip in 2015, both by automatic induction based on 
earning 14 or more Bronze Medallions. 

Hot Chocolate Chip’s career began with a Top Ten in Yearling 
Longe Line at the World Show in 1995 with Jeri Lynn Ballard 
and grew into a trendsetter when he was Two-Year-Old Snaffle 
Bit Western Pleasure Champion at the 1996 World Show with 
Stanley Ryan, and Three-Year-Old Snaffle Bit Western Pleasure 
Champion at the 1997 National Show with Steve Heckaman. 

He sired 209 foals between 1998 and 2019. Those foals have 
amassed a staggering 6,364.5 lifetime points; 117 in Performance 
and 55 in Halter. They have also earned 128 Registers of Merit, 
17 Performance Superior Events, four Club Championships, two 
Versatility Championships, and 73 Bronze Medallions.

Hot Chocolate Chip set the bar for excellence in Western Plea-

Hot
      Chocolate
                     Chip

75 Performance Point earners for 1,527.6 points, 21 Halter Point 
earners for 353.5 points, and have so far racked up 56 Registers 
of Merit, one Halter Superior Event Championship, one Perfor-
mance Superior Event Championship, two Versatility Champi-
ons, an impressive 48 Bronze Medallions, and recorded more than 
$440,000 in winnings (Equistat). 

Popular as an Appaloosa at predominantly Quarter Horse ven-
ues, High Sign Nugget had a fan following and was featured in 
multiple publications. As a true ambassador of the breed, his el-
evation to the Appaloosa Horse Club Hall of Fame is well earned. 

sure for a generation and his get continue his legacy with versatil-
ity Appaloosas are known for. He is inducted into the ApHC Hall 
of Fame based on his positive contributions to the breed and as an 
ambassador of the breed.

In our previous issue we printed Hot Chocolate Chip’s induction under the incorrect 
name. We apologize for the mistake and any inconvenience it caused.

Class of 2019 ApHC Hall of Fame




