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consin-Eau Claire, and his management consulting business.
These paths merged nicely when he took an interest in ApHC 

history. Since 1984 he has served the ApHC at every level from 
regional support to two terms on the national board, committee 
involvement to the board of the Appaloosa Youth Foundation, on 
which he currently serves.

His association with George Hatley and Bob Blair and other 
pillars of the breed have aided his on-going research into club his-
tory and particularly Appaloosa racing history. He partnered on 
publications with other noted experts Frank Holmes, Gene Carr, 
and Dr. Phillip Sponenberg, did research for two editions of Spot-
ted Pride and has been a regular contributor to Appaloosa Journal 
since 1994. He has presented work on a variety of subjects includ-
ing: Appaloosa milestones, color genetics, the CPO program, and 
the history of Appaloosa reining and cutting.

Bob’s accuracy and thoroughness turned his interest in Appa-
loosa racing into a years-long project of piecing together its com-
plete and correct history. Appaloosa racing’s heyday was before 
computers and for myriad reasons the data are scattered and at 
times conflicting. Drawing on many resources he has been com-
piling the official chronicle of the sport.

While his contributions to the betterment of the breed over the 
years have been many, perhaps his most important work has been 
to correct the records, fill in the gaps, and preserve the true and 
vibrant history of Appaloosa racing for posterity. We are proud to 
elevate Robert Lapp into the Appaloosa Horse Club Racing Hall 
of Fame. 

Dust’Em was a 1976 stallion by Dusty Way (fourth generation 
Patchy Jr., ApHC Hall of Fame) and out of Precious Oldie 
(QH). He was bred by Wright Brothers of Kennewick, Wash-

ington, and last owned by Larry E. Grenz of Zillah, Washington. 
In 1978 he was Bronze Medallion Racing Stallion and over his 

career on the track had 12 wins, 2 places, and 1 show out of 20 
starts for lifetime earnings of $22,202.29. He had five Stakes Race 
wins in 1978-1979 in the Fun Sun Derby, the Washington-Bred 
Futurity, the National Appaloosa Futurity, the Coeur D’Alene 
Appaloosa Futurity, and the Waitsburg Futurity, and a second in 
1981 in the Spotted Sprint Stakes.

He sired 124 foals between 1980 and 1999 — many raced and 
a few did well in the show ring as well. His race foals earned six 
Bronze Medallions and combined total earnings of $445,285.29. 
His show get included three Performance Point Earners for 215.5 
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Robert “Bob” Lapp’s path to becoming an accomplished horse-
man began at age 10 working on his uncle’s operation in Ne-
braska where he learned everything from fence-mending to 

colt-breaking. He even rode saddle bronc for a time but quit be-
fore he got hurt. Among the Quarter Horses on that property were 

a few Appaloosas that captured his 
imagination and in 1984 he bought 
his first spotted mare. 

His path to becoming a recog-
nized expert in research, published 
author and co-author began in col-
lege and was shaped by his time as 
a U.S. Army Specialist 5 (equiva-
lent to Sergeant), for which he was 
decorated, and continued through 
his Ph.D. work at Southern Illinois 
University, Asst. Directorship of 
Forensics at the University of Wis-
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points, seven Registers of Merit, 
a Performance Superior Event, 
and a Versatility Champion.

His race Medallion winners 
were: Golden Dustem 1985 
Bronze Racing Two-Year-Old 
Filly, Honor Dustem 1986 
Bronze Racing Two-Year-Old 
Colt, Little Gee Gee 2001 
Bronze Racing Three-Year-Old Filly, Lobo Dio 1990 Bronze Rac-
ing Two-Year-Old Colt, Nuther Dustem 1989 Bronze Racing Two-
Year-Old Colt, and Victory Dust 1991 Bronze Racing Three-Year-
Old Gelding. Currently 16th on the list of all-time leading sires 
by dollars earned, his impact on Appaloosa racing has rightfully 
elevated him to the Appaloosa Horse Club Racing Hall of Fame.




