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Hall of Fame

DOUG SCHEMBRI

Doug Schembri was well respected as 
a judge, trainer and breeder in an in-

fluential career that spanned four decades. 
With his family, he built his business into 
an Appaloosa production powerhouse, and 
from their Myakka City, Florida ranch Doug 
worked tirelessly to promote Appaloosas 
internationally as well as nationally. 

In the 1980s and 1990s Doug’s interna-
tional marketing efforts focused on Europe 
and Latin America as a judge, advisor and 
exporter. Prior to his death he worked to 
create a market for Appaloosas in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. Domestically, Doug 
served two terms on the Board of Direc-
tors of the ApHC. He achieved countless 
World and National Show Championships; 
Leading Breeder titles; multiple produc-
tion plaques, medallions, and achievement 
awards; and his passion for halter horses 
and excellence kept Char-O-Lot Ranch at 
the forefront of the Appaloosa industry 
and one of the top breeding facilities in the 
business for decades.

One of Doug’s biggest passions was 
bringing new people into the Appaloosa 
breed, and in an effort to extend this he 
was instrumental in creating the Limited 
Halter Futurity. Created in 2001, it was 
renamed in his honor in October 2010. 
Designed to spark new interest in the 
Appaloosa Halter industry the futurity 
includes and provides incentive for eligible 
handlers in open weanling and non-pro 
yearling halter classes and Most Colorful 
at Halter at the World Championship Ap-
paloosa Horse Show.

HUGH WILLIAMS

It has always been a family affair when it 
comes to Hugh Williams and his involve-

ment with Appaloosas. His father, Charles, 
began his breeding program in the late ‘50s 
with a stallion named Tomichi Han D Bob. 
It was during that time that Hugh’s love 
and respect for the horse with chrome was 
solidified. 

Hugh has been involved in virtually 
every aspect and discipline of the ApHC. 
Breeding, showing, racing and trail riding 
are all things that have kept him busy in 
the Appaloosas. He and his family have 
traveled the country competing in shows 
and rodeos, and have many times proven 
that the Appaloosa can stand up against 
any breed. “No matter what we were doing, 
there was never a question that we would 
be doing it on an Appaloosa.” 

It was at a National Show in Spring-
field, Illinois a few years later that Hugh’s 
service as an ApHC Board member began. 
“I walked in to my first meeting and was 
elected President within the first ten 
minutes.” Through his tenure as President, 
Hugh helped make the tough decisions 
necessary to rebuild the ApHC and bring 
it back to viability. Over his 15 years on the 
Board, Hugh was elected President nine 
times and served on numerous committees. 
He’s been involved in many of the most 
pivotal moments of the association.

“It doesn’t matter if I’m taking my 
grandson to a rodeo, going to a show with 
my wife or meeting friends at a trail ride,” 
says Hugh. “The one thing I know for sure 
is that there will always be an Appaloosa in 
the trailer.”
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Full text on each Hall of Fame inductee 
can be found in the April 2011 issue of  
Appaloosa Journal.


